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Taking another step towards equity, three women, Shruti Sharma, Ankita Agarwal and Gamini 

Singla, secured the first, second and third ranks, respectively, in the 2021 Civil Services examinations 

conducted by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC). Considered one of the toughest 

examinations to crack, the girls emerged successfully at the top in their second attempt, and in the case 

of the second-ranker, in her third try. All three women agreed that it was a long, difficult and challenging 

journey. With 10 of the top 25 rank-holders being women, there is a lot to celebrate — and ponder over. 

According to the latest All India Survey on Higher Education report, published by the Ministry of 

Education for 2019-2020, the gross enrolment ratio in higher education for the female population is 

27.3%, compared to 26.9% for males. In this backdrop, women comprised only 26% — or 177 — of the 

total of 685 candidates recommended by the UPSC for appointment to the Indian Administrative Service 

(IAS), Indian Foreign Service (IFS), Indian Police Service (IPS) and Central Services, Group A and B. This 

skewed statistic must change because public service offers a unique opportunity to bring about social 

change, and women can drive this, especially in a country where girls often have to drop out of school 

for a variety of reasons, from poverty, early marriage to lack of toilets. 

Ms. Sharma hails from Bijnor (Uttar Pradesh), Ms. Agarwal from Kolkata and Ms. Singla from 

Sunam (Punjab), and each of their stories is that of struggle and persistence. It has been a hard-fought 

battle for women to come this far in the IAS, and sometimes a trickier road awaits them once inside the 

steel framework of the administrative setup. If three women are at the top today, they have a lot to 

thank trailblazers such as Anna Rajam Malhotra (née George), the first woman to join the Indian 

Administrative Service in 1951, or C.B. Muthamma, the first woman to join the IFS in 1948 who fought a 

landmark case in the Supreme Court of India when she was looked over for a promotion for 

Ambassador, or even Anita Kaul who worked tirelessly to champion the Right to Education Act 2009 

which made education a fundamental right for every child. The early part of a civil servant’s career is 

usually spent in rural or semi-urban India, giving her a vantage point over issues including women’s 

health, literacy, economic independence, caste and gender disparities that are in need of reforms or 

policy intervention but are often overlooked due to lack of a proper understanding. To achieve this, 

education is the key. Also, if civil service has to represent all sections of the population, of which half are 

women, their representation in the services too must increase at all levels of the bureaucracy, starting 

with the highest rung. 

 

 equity (noun) – fairness, justness, justice, 

impartiality, even-handedness, lack of bigotry, 

lack of discrimination, lack of prejudice, 

egalitarianism. 

 secure (verb) – obtain, gain, get. 

 crack (verb) – solve, find an answer to, resolve, 

clear up. 

 try (noun) – attempt, effort, endeavour. 

 challenging (adjective) – difficult, tough, 

demanding, testing, taxing. 

 journey (noun) – passage. 

 ponder over (verb) – think about, give thought 

to, consider, review, reflect on, contemplate, 

deliberate about, weigh up. 

 All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 

(noun) – The Ministry of Education (MoE) has 

been conducting an annual web-based AISHE 

since 2010-11 in which it provides key 

performance indicators on the current status 

of higher education in the country. The survey 

intended to cover all the Institutions in the 

country engaged in imparting Higher 

Education. Data is being collected on several 

parameters such as teachers, student 

enrolment, programmes, examination results, 

education finance, infrastructure, etc.   

 Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) (noun) – Gross 

Enrollment Ratio (GER) or Gross Enrollment 

Index (GEI) is a statistical measure used in the 

education sector, and formerly by the UN in its 

Education Index, to determine the number of 

students enrolled in school at several different 

grade levels (like elementary, middle school 

and high school), and use it to show the ratio 
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of the number of students who live in that 

country to those who qualify for the particular 

grade level. 

 gross (adjective) – total/complete. 

 enrolment (noun) – the act of enrolling/joining 

at an institution (school or college). 

 backdrop (noun) – situation, scenario, context. 

 comprise (verb) – constitute, make up, 

account for, form. 

 skewed (adjective) – asymmetrical, unevenly 

balanced, unequal. 

 bring about (phrasal verb) – cause, create, 

produce, give rise to. 

 drive (verb) – power, propel, move, push, 

impel, urge, press, get going. 

 drop out (phrasal verb) – discontinue, end, 

stop, terminate; give up, finish with. 

 lack (noun) – absence, unavailability, non-

existence. 

 hail (verb) – come from, be from, be a native 

of, live in, originate in, have one’s roots in. 

 persistence (noun) –  tenacity, determination, 

resolve, resolution, resoluteness, staying 

power, purposefulness, firmness of purpose, 

patience, endurance, dedication, commitment, 

steadfastness, tirelessness, stamina. 

 hard-fought (adjective) – achieved with strong 

effort. 

 this far (phrase) – up to this point, hitherto. 

 await (verb) – wait for. 

 steel frame (noun) – civil servants; The first 

Home Minister of Independent India, Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel addressed the probationers 

of Administrative Services Officers in 1947 at 

Metcalf House, Delhi, he referred to civil 

servants as the ‘steel frame of India’. 
 set-up (noun) – system, structure, 

organization, framework. 

 trailblazer (noun) – pioneer, innovator, 

groundbreaker, pathfinder, spearhead, 

trendsetter, avant-gardist. 

 landmark (noun as modifier) – historic. 

 look over (phrasal verb) – examine, check, take 

stock of, view. 

 ambassador (noun) – envoy, diplomat, consul, 

emissary. 

 tirelessly (adverb) – with great effort; with 

great energy; relentlessly, steadily. 

 champion (verb) – support, back, urge, 

promote, advocate, endorse, recommend, 

espouse. 

 vantage point (noun) – it means a position 

from which you can see things well; point of 

view, viewpoint, standpoint, opinion, position, 

way of thinking, outlook, perspective, angle. 

 literacy (noun) – the ability to read and write. 

 gender disparity (noun) – gender inequality; 

unfair treatment/perceptions of individuals 

due to their gender. 

 in need of (phrase) – needing/requiring 

something. 

 policy intervention (noun) – it involves any 

course of action, programme or activity taken 

or mandated by national or international 

authorities and non-state actors. (non-state 

actor is an individual or organization that has 

significant political influence). 

 overlook (verb) – neglect, ignore, disregard, 

turn a blind eye. 

 the key (noun) – the crucial, essential or 

important thing. 

 representation (noun) – participation, 

involvement, taking part; characterization. 

 rung (noun) – level, rank, position, standing, 

status, grade, stage, standard, echelon.   

********************************************************************************* 

 

India’s gross domestic product (GDP) is reckoned to have grown 8.7% while the Gross Value 

Added (GVA) rose 8.1% in 2021-22, as per national income estimates released on Tuesday. Coming on 

the back of the sharp decline in economic activity due to the COVID-19 lockdowns in 2020-21, when GDP 

crashed 6.6% and GVA by 4.8%, the latest numbers show India is emerging out of the tunnel of 

pandemic-induced woes. The overall GDP and GVA have indeed recovered from pre-pandemic levels, 

but only just, by 1.5% and 2.9%, respectively. Remember that growth had already been on a steady 

decline through 2019-20 even before the lockdowns of 2020 — with GDP growing just 3.7%. The 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

3 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (1
st

-JULY-2022) 

Emp. Code: 30  Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

Government’s assertion that the data establish a ‘full economic recovery’ is not entirely true. For one, it 

is not a V-shaped recovery, with GVA from job-creating sectors (trade and hotels) still 11.3% below 

2019-20’s low levels. This has kept the services sector, as a whole, in line with pre-COVID levels, not 

above. While GVA from industry is up 6.7% over 2019-20, another job creating sector, construction, is up 

only 3.4%, while mining has grown a meagre 1.9% over the two-year period. Manufacturing lifted the 

industry GVA, growing 9.3% from 2019-20 levels, but there are cracks on that front — the January to 

March 2022 quarter (Q4 of 2021-22) recorded a 0.2% contraction, year-on-year. Overall GDP growth 

slipped to a four-quarter low of 4.1% in Q4, down from 5.4% in Q3, evoking flashbacks of the 2019-20 

slowdown and raising concerns about the trajectory going forward. 

With reluctant demand, supply-chain and input cost woes hurting manufacturing, agriculture 

(that grew at a five-quarter high of 4.1%) and public administration services (whose growth dipped to 

7.7% from 16.7% in Q3) lifted the Q4 numbers amid slower growth in Services and Mining over Q3, and 

a mild 2% uptick in Construction. A recovery in investment demand, helped by the Government’s capital 

spending, is a silver lining, but the lingering concern is that consumption remains troubled, and unless it 

recovers, private investments will remain aloof as will sustainable high growth. Private final 

consumption expenditure grew 7.9% in 2021-22, but it was just ₹1.2 lakh crore or 1.4% over 2019-20. 

Worse, as inflation flared up, households’ consumption growth has steadily dropped through 2021-22, 

growing a mere 1.8% in Q4. Price rise, combined with higher interest rates, could squeeze middle class 

disposable incomes and dampen consumption further. Yes, India is the fastest growing major economy 

and likely to remain so in 2022-23. But the rising tide in the past year has not been enough to lift all 

boats stranded in the detritus of the pandemic and the slowdown that preceded it. The waters are 

choppy with war and recession worries in the developed world. 

 

 choppy waters (phrase) – this idiomatic 

expression is used to refer to troublesome, 

difficult or uncertain times ahead. 

 far from (phrase) – not, not at all; nowhere 

near, a long way from. 

 spur (verb) – motivate, inspire, stimulate, 

encourage, galvanize. 

 the key (noun) – the crucial, essential or 

important thing. 

 reckon (verb) – forecast, predict, estimate, 

calculate. 

 on the back of (phrase) – due to, as a result of, 

because of. 

 due to (phrase) – as a result of, owing to, 

because of. 

 crash (verb) – fall, collapse, plunge, plummet, 

tumble suddenly. 

 tunnel (noun) – (figuratively) a difficult 

situation. 

 woes (noun) – trouble, difficulty, problem. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 assertion (noun) – declaration, statement, 

announcement, affirmation, assurance, 

insistence. 

 establish (verb) – show, indicate, signify, 

signal. 

 for one (phrase) – used for highlighting that 

someone is thinking in a particular way, even if 

other people are not. 

 V-shaped economic recovery (noun) – the 

situation in which the economy quickly 

recoups lost ground and gets back to the 

normal growth trend-line. A sharp fall in 

economic activity followed by a dramatic rise. 

 as a whole (phrase) – together, all together, as 

a group, in general. 

 in line with (phrase) – in alignment with; in 

accordance with. 

 up (adverb) – at or to a higher price/value. 

 mining (noun) – the extraction of valuable 

minerals or other geological materials from the 

Earth. 

 meagre (adjective) – small, little, paltry, 

inadequate/deficient. 

 crack (noun) – flaw; a vulnerable point. 

 front (noun) – a particular situation. 
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 contraction (noun) – In economics, it refers to 

a decline in national output as measured by 

gross domestic product. 

 year-on-year (adjective) – year over year (for 

comparison). 

 slip (verb) – decrease, drop, decline, slump, 

tumble, plunge, plummet. 

 evoke (verb) – invoke, give rise to, bring forth, 

bring/call to mind. 

 trajectory (noun) – direction, way, approach. 

 going forward (phrase) – in the future. 

 dip (verb) – decrease, fall, decline, diminish, 

dwindle, depreciate, deteriorate, slump, 

plummet, plunge. 

 amid (preposition) – in the middle of, 

surrounded by; during. 

 uptick (noun) – a small increase or upward 

trend. 

 investment demand (noun) – the demand by 

businesses for physical capital goods and 

services used to maintain or expand its 

operations. 

 public/government capital expenditure or 

expenditure (noun) – it refers to the outlay of 

government funds in the form of investments 

or development spending towards creation of 

assets for the long term. An example of capital 

expenditure could be the money spent on, say, 

Railways or building national highways and 

roads.  

 capital spending/capital expenditure (CAPEX) 

(noun) – the money spent on the acquisition of 

assets like land, buildings, machinery, 

equipment, as well as investment in shares. 

 silver lining (noun) – sign of hope; comforting 

prospect, hopeful or bright side (during 

difficulty); consoling and hopeful aspect of a 

difficult/unpleasant situation. 

 lingering (adjective) – continuing, remaining, 

long-lasting, unabating, prolonged, persistent. 

 aloof (adjective) – distant, remote, detached, 

stiff, unresponsive, reserved, unforthcoming, 

uncommunicative. 

 personal consumption (noun) – it measures 

consumer spending on goods and services; 

private consumption, consumer expenditure, 

or personal consumption expenditures (PCE). 

 private final consumption expenditure (PFCE) 

(noun) – The Private Final Consumption 

Expenditure (PFCE) is defined as the 

expenditure incurred on final consumption of 

goods and services by the resident households 

and non-profit institutions serving households 

(NPISH). 

 gross fixed capital formation (GFCF) (noun) – 

(formerly gross domestic investment) Gross 

fixed capital formation is essentially a net 

investment. It is a component of the 

Expenditure method of calculating GDP. To be 

more precise Gross fixed capital formation 

measures the net increase in fixed capital. 

 flare up (phrasal verb) – start suddenly, erupt, 

break out, burst out. 

 household (noun) – family, house. 

 drop (verb) – fall, go down, plunge, plummet, 

dive, nosedive, tumble, slump; decrease, 

lessen, reduce, diminish. 

 squeeze (verb) – have a damaging effect on 

something. 

 disposable income (noun) – it is the amount of 

money that is available to an individual for 

spending & saving after deducting taxes 

(whereas discretionary income is the amount 

of money that is available for spending & 

saving after deducting taxes & paying 

essentials/necessities). 

 dampen (verb) – lessen, decrease, diminish, 

reduce, lower. 

 rising tide (noun) – an increase in the amount 

or strength of something; movement, 

direction, trend. 

 stranded (adjective) – helpless, without 

assistance, without help, without resources, in 

difficulties; in the lurch, abandoned. 

 detritus (noun) – debris, rubble, remains, 

remnants. 

 precede (verb) – come/go before, pave the 

way for. 

 choppy (adjective) – turbulent, heavy/stormy. 

 recession (noun) – economic decline, 

slowdown, downturn, depression, slump. 
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